
Making Connections 

Think  Critical and Creative thinking applies the imagination and the intellect to explore, analyze, express, and address enduring and contemporary questions 
within the framework of a well-designed, defined strategy.  Critical and creative thinkers evaluate previous knowledge, apply an appropriate method, and 
analyze and synthesize evidence or ideas toward the formulation of a conclusion, resolution to a problem, or generation of new knowledge, performances or 
artifacts.  
Multiple perspectives and Evaluate were removed. It is believed that both are embedded in other think outcomes (and not necessary to assess), such as 
Inquiry and Analysis and Evidence and Methods. We have added “Scientific Literacy” and in the process, removed Dynamic World Systems.

Outcomes Markers
Beginner Intermediate Advanced

Inquiry and 
Analysis

Students analyze how experts pose 
questions or design projects and 
recognize that this differs according to 
discipline.    

Students pose questions, create new objects
that go beyond recognizing and adapting 
appropriate exemplars, and organize and 
analyze evidence and models to reveal 
important patterns, differences, or 
similarities.  

Students pose their own well-defined 
questions, perform an analysis, and state 
conclusions and predictions that are logical 
extrapolations.

Evidence and 
Methods 

Students explain the different kinds of 
methods, and types of evidence that 
experts use to answer questions and 
design projects.

Students analyze different methods, and 
types of evidence to understand the 
strengths and weaknesses of different 
approaches.  

Students select and use appropriate 
evidence, materials, methods, strategies, or 
design to address their work’s goals, and 
students can explain the reasons for their 
choices.

Abstract Thinking 
(this was 
reworked)

Students will understand the role of 
abstract models in reasoning and 
communication, and the relationship 
between models and data. Students will 
distinguish between deductive reasoning 
and other forms of knowing.

Students integrate models into their 
analysis, understanding the value and 
limitations of models as proxies for real-
world data, case studies and systems.  
Students will be able to deduce, within the 
constraints of a given formal system of 
reasoning with a set of premises, a specified 
conclusion from the premises.

Students develop and use their own abstract
modeling systems, verifying model integrity 
and validating their modeling systems 
against the target real-world systems.  
Students are able to generalize a result via 
abstract in order to be able to apply the 
thinking to situations other than the present 
one.

Metacognition: 
Thinking about 
Thinking

Students are conscious of their own 
intellectual abilities and dispositions, 
problem solving thought processes, and 
learning strategies. 

Students should be able to reflect on the 
weaknesses and strengths of their 
intellectual abilities and dispositions, 
effectiveness of their problem solving 
thought processes, and efficiency of their 
learning strategies. 

Students apply their reflective efforts to fully
leverage the strengths and overcome 
weaknesses in their intellectual abilities and 
dispositions, to improve problem solving 
processes, and to strengthen learning 
strategies. 

Scientific literacy Students demonstrate that science is a Students apply basic concepts of science to Students can identify scientific issues 

1



way of knowing that is characterized by 
empirical criteria, logical argument, and 
skeptical review. They demonstrate how 
science is used, how it cannot be used, 
and how it impacts and contributes to 
today’s culture and society. 

describe, explain, and predict natural 
phenomena. Students can read and have a 
basic understanding of articles about science
in the popular press to be able to engage in 
social conversation about the validity of the 
conclusions. 

underlying national and local decisions and 
apply their deep understanding of scientific 
concepts to express positions that are 
scientifically and technologically informed. 

Creative 
Expression

Students will create a work of art that will
be shared in an experiential manner in 
one of the following ways: Visually, 
aurally or tactilely.

Needs to be created Needs to be created

Theological 
Reasoning in 
Christian 
Tradition

Students identify and explain major 
elements of a Christian theological source
(including texts, ideas, methods, 
practices, or artifacts).

Students analyze multiple Christian 
theological sources in their historical and 
cultural contexts.  They make connections 
between sources.

Students apply their analysis of Christian 
theological sources 
to evaluation of a contemporary social issue, 
to interdisciplinary research, or to their own 
theological argument.
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Communicate

Students develop the skills to work and communicate effectively with others. Students demonstrate that they have the writing, collaborative, reading, 
communication, nonverbal, and literacy skills to successfully receive and convey knowledge. We have discussed removing nonverbal literacy as it is replaced by 
creative expression. Leaving it here for now as it is a learning outcome from Artistic Knowledge.

Learning 
Outcomes

Markers
Beginner Intermediate Advanced

Written 
Communicatio
n 

Students frame an idea in a written 
manner. They demonstrate awareness of 
audience in their delivery of information, 
use appropriate mechanics and 
organization.

Students appropriately contextualize their 
idea, tailor it to the audience, and present 
the idea in an organized way. 

Students demonstrate a mastery of the subject, 
a clear central message, and show an awareness
of voice. The presentation is well-organized, 
lucid and polished.  The content is compelling, 
appropriate, and relevant.

Oral and 
Nonverbal 
Communicatio
n 

Students frame an idea in an oral or 
nonverbal manner. They demonstrate 
awareness of audience in their delivery of 
information, use appropriate mechanics 
and organization. 

Students appropriately contextualize their 
idea, tailor it to the audience, and present 
the idea in an organized way. 

Students demonstrate a mastery of the subject, 
a clear central message, and show an awareness
of voice. The presentation is well-organized, 
lucid and polished.  The content is compelling, 
appropriate, and relevant. 

Reading Students intentionally read or interpret a 
variety of texts,  for comprehension, 
adjusting reading strategies based on the 
genre, nature of the text and context of 
the assignment 

Students evaluate texts for significance, 
relevance to the reader’s goals, and make 
connections among texts and/or 
disciplines. 

Students read texts strategically and integrate 
knowledge among different texts.

Information 
Literacy

Students access appropriate information 
through common search strategies, 
accurately cite the source, and articulate 
the value of accurate citation.

Students locate relevant information using
well-designed search strategies, evaluate 
the quality of the source, and recognize 
that using information has many ethical 
and legal implications.

Students use well-designed search strategies to 
find information and follow the ethical and legal
standards for their discipline.

Nonverbal 
Literacy

Students intentionally interpret from a 
personal and societal perspective a variety
of artifacts, images, or performances for 
comprehension, adjusting interpretive  
strategies based on the genre, nature of 
the artifact, or performance, and context 
of the assignment

Students evaluate artifacts, images or 
performances for significance, relevance 
to the viewer’s goals, and make 
connections among artifacts, or 
performances and disciplines. 

Students view artifacts images, or performances
strategically and integrate knowledge among 
different artifacts, or performances.
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Quantitative 
Literacy

Students accurately read graphs and 
tables of numbers, draw conclusions from 
real-world data, recognize sources of error
from calculations based on real-world 
data. Students are comfortable with, can 
understand the magnitude of, and can 
make reasonable approximations of 
numbers from real-world contexts.  

Students analyze quantitative evidence, 
understand quantitative arguments, 
question assumptions, detect fallacies, 
and evaluate risks from real-world data.  
Students display a healthy level of 
skepticism about quantitative findings.  

Students choose appropriate method of 
quantitative analysis, evaluate the results, and 
use quantitative results correctly to inform 
decisions

Discussion Students actively listen and respond 
appropriately to discussion.

Students contribute to discussion in ways 
that advance the work of the group and 
appropriately integrate the contributions 
of others.

Students make consistently substantive 
contributions to discussion, engage and 
appropriately challenge peers, and help move 
the group toward its collective goals.

Teamwork Students are aware that team members 
have different roles, are comfortable 
working in groups of diverse backgrounds 
and talents, and complete all individual 
tasks on time.

Students build constructively on the work 
of others, work successfully in groups with
diverse backgrounds and talents, and 
produce independent work that advances 
the project.

Students perform different roles appropriate to 
the context, are self-reflective about their own 
roles and contributions, incorporate diverse 
perspectives of group members, and help the 
team consider alternative means and directions.
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Intercultural Knowledge

Students understand the multiple perspectives that arise from different cultural identities. They understand how these interrelationships impact each other and
can, ultimately, lead to inequities or injustice. Some students may complete part of this work through an immersive experience whether abroad or in a local 
setting. Can we add “faith” to Cultural Self Awareness  to address interfaith awareness?

Learning Outcomes Markers
Beginner Intermediate Advanced

Cultural Self Awareness Individuals understand they 
have a particular cultural 
identity. Students begin to 
understand how gender, race 
and factors such as age, faith, 
ethnicity, class, sexuality, 
disability, religion, and 
nationality influence their self-
conception, culture, and their 
worldview. 

Students analyze the 
construction and evolution of 
their own and others’ 
individual identities. Students 
identify how gender, race and 
factors such as  age, faith, 
ethnicity, class, sexuality, 
disability, religion, or 
nationality intersect with each 
other. 

Students can evaluate how history and culture shape 
and influence individuals' place in society

Interactions among groups Students understand the roles 
of history, values, politics, 
communication styles, economy,
beliefs, or practices in creating 
structural power differentials 
between groups.

Students analyze the roles of 
history, values, politics, 
communication styles, 
economy, beliefs, or practices 
in creating structural power 
differentials between groups.

Students apply their knowledge of the roles of history, 
values, politics, communication styles, economy, 
beliefs, or practices in creating structural power 
differentials between groups in advanced work and will 
articulate their responsibilities and responses to 
address inequities.

The Common Good
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Students are receptive and responsive to the moral dimensions of both personal decisions and social structures. They recognize that their actions affect the 
community and develop the habit of reflecting on the common good when making important decisions.

Learning Outcomes Markers
Beginner Intermediate Advanced

Moral Understanding
(Individual)

Students can explain the 
moral dimensions of 
situations, perspectives, 
and actions in everyday 
life.

Students evaluate different situations, 
perspectives, or actions, giving reasons why 
some are better than others. Their analyses 
demonstrate their understanding of the 
complexities of character and moral 
responsibilities.

Students apply the moral understanding 
they have gained to articulate and defend 
some vision of a responsible life and 
character, and connect these to the common
good.  

Analyzing the Common 
Good (Institutional)

Students recognize that 
there are competing, yet 
legitimate, conceptions of 
what defines the common 
good.

Students evaluate how policies, processes, or 
institutions implement specific conceptions of 
the common good, and can lead to differential 
access to opportunities for advancement and 
effects on well-being. This evaluation includes 
the recognition that some conceptions of the 
common good are better than others.

Students demonstrate how their 
involvement in a campus or community 
project connects to the common good and 
reflects their deepened understanding of 
how complex values are embedded in 
everyday life and institutions.

Benedictine Hallmarks Students recognize and 
articulate hallmarks of the 
Benedictine tradition and 
their grounding in local 
Benedictine communities. 

Students evaluate applications of Benedictine 
hallmarks in multiple cultural or historical 
contexts.

TBD
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Dynamic World Systems

Dynamic world systems is a critical analysis of and engagement with complex, interdependent global systems, institutions and 
legacies (such as natural, physical, social, cultural, economic, political, and religious) and their implications for people’s lives and the 
earth’s sustainability. Students will become informed, responsible people who understand how their actions affect local and global 
communities and address global problems collaboratively and equably.

Learning Outcomes Markers
Beginner Intermediate Advanced

Human and Natural Global 
Systems

Students identify and explain 
the historical and contemporary
roles of global and local 
institutions, ideas, and 
processes in the human and 
natural worlds.  

Students analyze the impacts 
of global systems or 
institutions   on the human and
natural worlds.

Students apply their knowledge of global systems, 
models or institutions to address complex global 
problems using interdisciplinary perspectives.

Ethical, Social, Economic, 
and Environmental 
Consequences

Students identify and explain 
the ethical, social, economic, 
and environmental 
consequences of human actions
on global systems or 
institutions.

Students analyze the ethical, 
social, economic, and 
environmental consequences 
of global systems or 
institutions.

Students apply their knowledge of the ethical, social, 
economic, and environmental consequences of global 
systems and models to critical issues. 

7


